Consent to Participate in a Research Study

Project Title: Missouri Assessment of Collegiate Health Behaviors (MACHB)
Principal Investigator Name: Joan Masters, M.Ed.
IRB Assigned Project Number: IRB #2093063 MU

Key Information About the Study
[bookmark: _Hlk112942621]You are being asked to participate in a research study. The purpose of the research study is to assess the personal health-related attitudes, choices, and behaviors of students at the University of Missouri. You are being asked to complete a 10-15 minute, online survey on these issues, so that Missouri Partners in Prevention (PIP) may analyze the survey data and work with campuses to implement evidence-based prevention strategies. You must be 18 years or older to participate. Possible benefits include learning more about your own personal health behaviors and becoming aware of programs offered on campus that address these topics. Some possible risks may include discomfort answering questions of a sensitive nature related to your substance use, mental health, power-based violence experiences (e.g., stalking, sexual assault, etc.), and adverse childhood experiences.
Please read this form carefully and take your time. Let us know if you have any questions before participating. The research team can explain words or information that you do not understand. Research is voluntary and you can choose not to participate. If you do not want to participate or choose to start then stop later, there will be no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. 
Purpose of the Research
You are being asked to participate in this study because you can answer questions related to health-related attitudes, choices, and behaviors of students at the University of Missouri. The purpose of the study is to allow PIP members and affiliated researchers to understand the impact that alcohol, drugs (illegal and prescription), mental health issues, and power-based personal violence have on student well-being.
What will happen during the study?
You are being asked to complete an online, anonymous survey about your alcohol/other substance use, your mental health experiences, and your experience with power-based violence. No direct identifiers will be collected.
Your participation is expected to last 10-15 minutes.
What are the expected benefits of the study?
You may or may not benefit as a result of your participation in the study. You may become more aware of your attitudes and behaviors related to these topics, and more aware of programs offered on campus that address these issues. Information learned from the study may help other students at the University of Missouri in the future, by having data to allow PIP staff to work with the University of Missouri in implementing evidence-based prevention strategies.
What are the possible risks of participating in this study?
There are minimal risks expected when taking part in this study. You may feel discomfort when disclosing personal information. 
To help lower these possible risks, you will have the option to select ‘Prefer not to respond’ to any question you do not wish to answer. You may also stop or leave the survey at any time. During sections of the survey asking about potentially sensitive information, you will receive information for campus specific resources that may be helpful for additional assistance if you experience any discomfort. At the end of the survey, you will also receive a list with direct links to resources on the topics covered in this survey so that you may reach out for any additional assistance. 
We will tell you about any new information we learn that may affect your decision to continue to participate in this study.
What other choices do I have if I don’t want to be in this study?

You are not required to be in this study. You can simply choose not to participate. You can look for other research projects you may be interested in instead of this study.

Will I receive compensation for taking part in this study?

[bookmark: _Hlk112943539][bookmark: _Hlk112942567][bookmark: _Hlk112942777]You will be entered into a drawing to receive compensation for taking part in this study. For your time and effort, six winners will receive a $50 Amazon Gift Card. Upon completion of the survey, you will be re-directed to a page where you can enter in your first and last name, and email address to enter in the drawing to win an incentive. This information will not be linked to your survey responses, and is not required if you do not wish to disclose that information. 

Will information about me be kept private?

[bookmark: _Hlk112942580]The research team is committed to respecting your privacy and keeping your personal information confidential. We will make every effort to protect your information to the extent allowed by law. Your responses are completely anonymous, and your answers will not be associated with your e-mail address, name, or any contact information. Your information will be kept as secure as possible to prevent your identity from being disclosed. Data collected from the survey will be stored for a minimum of 7 years before it is destroyed, accessible only to PIP members and affiliated researchers via secure software. 

We may share what we collected from you as part of this research, after removing your identifiers, for future research and future non-research purposes (e.g., in a social media campaign about alcohol awareness), without additional informed consent from you. Data may be shared with other affiliated researchers in raw or aggregate format, but the data that your campus receives will only be in aggregated response, such as “97% of Missouri students would help someone they suspected had alcohol poisoning.” 


Who do I contact if I have questions or concerns?

If you have questions about this study or experience a research-related injury, you can contact the University of Missouri researcher at 573-884-7551 or mastersj@missouri.edu. If you would like to seek counseling for any reason as a result of this survey, please contact the Counseling Center at [insert contact information].
If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, please contact the University of Missouri Institutional Review Board (IRB) at 573-882-3181 or muresearchirb@missouri.edu. The IRB is a group of people who review research studies to make sure the rights and welfare of participants are protected. 
If you want to talk privately about any concerns or issues related to your participation, you may contact the Research Participant Advocacy at 888-280-5002 (a free call) or email muresearchrpa@missouri.edu. 
Do I get a copy of this consent?
[bookmark: _Hlk112942589]You can ask the researcher to provide you with a copy of this consent for your records, or you can print a copy of this consent for your records. 
We appreciate your consideration to participate in this study.

